Wilton Grange Presents Classic Silent Films 

On Saturday, February 18, 2006  at 7 PM, the Wilton Grange will present its third annual silent film series, featuring two of the most beloved films from that era, with live piano accompaniment by John Mucci of Wilton. 
The feature film, Buster Keaton’s “The General” (1927) is  generally regarded as one of the greatest of all silent comedies, and was Keaton's own favorite.  The Civil War epic is undoubtedly the best train film ever made. The plot centers around the youthful Johnny Gray (Buster Keaton), a brave little Southern engineer on the Western & Atlantic Rail Road running through Georgia. When the Civil War is declared Johnny tries to enlist, but is told that he is more valuable as an engineer. When his train, containing his girlfriend Annabelle Lee (Marion Mack), is stolen by Union spies, Johnny takes another locomotive and the most memorable chase in silent film history ensues. Insisting on accuracy in every detail, Keaton created a remarkably authentic historical epic, replete with hundreds of costumed extras, full-scale sets, and the breathtaking plunge of an actual locomotive from burning bridge into a river.

Two short films will be shown as well, including  Laurel and Hardy’s  “Big  Business” (1929). One of their best films, they are door-to-door Christmas tree salesmen in California.  A simple disagreement with one grumpy prospective customer (James Finlayson) escalates from into full scale mutual destruction with Stan & Ollie decimating the house and garden, and Finlayson reducing their car to scrap metal, all under the disbelieving gaze of a police officer and an assembled crowd.

Admission is free, and refreshments will be served. For more information, see www.jmucci.com/films/grange.htm
